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Abstract. The history of Samarkand goes back thousands of years. A stormy, sometimes dramatic 
and brilliant history was destined for Samarkand from the first days of its existence. Samarkand 
was a large city with a populous population, developed crafts, trade and culture. It had an 
impregnable citadel and an outer defensive wall about ten and a half kilometers long. This research 
paper is based on the works of historians Samarkand surrounded by walls of 12 farsakhs (72 
kilometers) with 12 gates. Thus, the city gates were built of wood and consisted of two halves. 
Keywords: fortress gate, farsakhs, geazes, history, Samarkand gate. 
Introduction. 
The well-known Russian historian and orientalist V. V. Bartold in the book “Turkestan in the era 
of the Mongol invasion” described the state of the defensive walls and gates of the city of 
Samarkand. He, relying on the works of historians Istakhri and Ibn al-Fakih, in particular, wrote 
that Samarkand, together with its environs, like Balkh and Bukhara, was surrounded by a wall of 
12 farsakhs (72 kilometers) with 12 gates. 
According to the Samarkand Bulletin, the city gates were built of wood and consisted of two 
halves. Behind each gate stood another, double gate. Between them were the dwellings of the 
gatekeepers [1-4]. 
The historian Tabari credits Abu Muslim with building the walls of the city. The head of the pro-
Abbasid movement in Khorasan, Abu Muslim, was indeed in Samarkand for a long time. He 
ordered to strengthen the citadel and restore the outer and inner walls of the city. By his order, 
battlements were made above the fortress wall 7.5 farsakhs long, and the wall was divided into 
360 sections. Combat watchtowers were built on the wall every 200 geazes. 
Methods of research. 
The sources do not mention the gates, but, naturally, over time, the dilapidated gates were replaced 
with strong ones made of hardwood. However, it is still difficult to determine where all 12 gates 
of Samarkand were located and how they were called, since there is no information in the sources. 
The fact that the citadel had two gates is well established. As for the old city (on Afrasiab), there 
were four gates: Chinese - towards Chupan-ata, Navbakhor on the western side of Afrasiab (the 
current Sangrason cemetery was located near these gates), Bukhara in the north and Kesh on the 
south side. The Khizr Mosque is located just next to the place where the Kesh Gates stood. 
Drinking water was supplied to the old city of Afrasiab through the Kesh gates over arched 
galleries along a lead chute. Istakhri wrote that he saw an iron plate with incomprehensible 
inscriptions on these gates. It was claimed that in the Himyarite language the distance to the city 
of Sana'a, the capital of Yemen, is determined. 
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In addition to the inner walls surrounding the shakhristan (city blocks), Samarkand had outer walls 
that surrounded the rabad part. Istakhri describes the gates of the outer walls in the following 
sequence: Kuhak (on Chupan-ata), Varsnin (on the Penjikent road), Fenech, Rivdad (Ak-mosque), 
Farrukhshid (Khoja Abdu Berun) and Gadavad. 
Historian Makdisi names eight gates: Gadavad, Isbisk, Sukhashin, Afshina, Varsnin, Kuhak, 
Rivdad and Farrukhshid. The gates of Fenech are not mentioned, which means that one of the gates 
- Isbisk or Sukhashin - was called Fenech. Since there was a village called Fenech three kilometers 
from the city, the gate was called by the name of this area. The village of Isbisket was located 2 
farsakhs (12 kilometers) from Samarkand. The location of the village of Varsnin is still unknown. 
V. Vyatkin in his work “Materials for the historical geography of the Samarkand vilayat” writes 
that there were six gates in the city wall (shahristan) of Samarkand. Two gates led to the north - 
Sheikh-ade (the second name is Poikabok) and Okhanin, which means "iron", near the Shakhi-
Zinda mazar. To the east, towards Penjikent, the gates of Firuz went out. Vyatkin translated 
literally: Turquoise. There was also a charbag Firuz, named after its owner Amir Firuz. At the 
Khoja Nisbatdor mosque there were the Suzangaron gates, and not far, three hundred meters away, 
the Korizgokh gate, later called Khoja-Ahrar [5-8]. 
Tajiks call the system of obtaining water inside the united underground springs as Koriz. Indeed, 
there are many springs in this area, so another name for the area is Chashmai Chukur (deep spring). 
Vyatkin wrote that these gates were previously called Namozgokh, as they led to the city 
namozgokh (the place of Muslim prayers). From the gates of Namozgokh to the mazars of Khoja 
Kafshir and Khoja Akhrar, Khiyaban (boulevard) was built. The same Khiyaban was built from 
the gates of Firuz (now Kalandarkhon) to the Temur charbag Bulda. Chorsu gates were located 
where the University Boulevard now begins and there is a monument to Amir Temur. 
Further, V. Vyatkin writes that the Kundalang wall (and today this name has been preserved) in 
1466 was known under this name. There was also the Forun gate leading to the suburban quarter 
of Forundiz (now Khoja Akhrar). Behind the gates of Forun began the lands of ancient Maimurg, 
where the citadels of the Sogdian kings were located. The center of Maimurg was considered - 
Rivdad. Maimurg as a separate state in 451 sent ambassadors to China, which says a lot. Now on 
the territory of Maymurg are Samarkand, Tailyak and Urgut regions. And from the gates of Rivdad 
(Ak-mosque) one could get to Fagdiza (present-day Kavchinon) and Rivdad, the center of the 
Maimurg region. 
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Fig. One of gates of the city of Samarkand 

In "Kandiya small", when it comes to the conquest of Samarkand by the Arabs, the gates of 
Korizgokh are called - Korizistan. Since "goh" and "istan" in the Tajik language equally mean the 
area. Both names are correct here. 
Vyatkin calls the village of Sufi the place of the village of Izbask, which means that it can be 
assumed on which side these gates were located. The name of the gate has changed. For example, 
earlier Namozgokh of the city was located in the Korizgokh locality, near the Shaikhzade 
(Poykabok) gate. Therefore, these gates used to be called Namozgokh. The city gates of 
Samarkand were considered sacred. 
As you know, in the formation of an architectural composition, "accent" and "wedding" are 
important. In the medieval architecture of Central Asia, such a role was played (mainly) by portals, 
domes, minarets, kayvans (the central overhang of aivans-canopies), arches and vaults, and 
sometimes tower-minarets (dominant) or special artistically processed ornamental wall planes. In 
urban planning, these properties were expressed through interconnected dominant volumes, as a 
system of defensive walls with fortress gates, forming a specific urban silhouette. Thus, such 
vertical accents as fortress gates, domes, portals, minarets were the main means that determined 
the architectural and artistic significance of the composition. Usually the gates were built 
depending on the nature of the building of the city fortress, in the form of a detached, accentuating 
element. They created a continuity in the silhouette of the buildings in the urban structure. 
Sometimes, to express special events, arches were built separately as "triumphal arches". This tool, 
which is more characteristic of European architecture, has spread widely in the world in the 20th 
century. Such little-studied facets of monumental architecture include the creation of monumental 
symbolic gates of cities. 
The oldest example of free-standing vertical structures (as an accent) can be observed in menhirs, 
dolmens of the Stone Age. "Portal-like" accents were subsequently formed in the support-beam 
structures of the cromlech (Stonehenge). However, the memorial (or triumphal) arches of the early 
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Roman Republic are known only from written sources; at the end of the existence of the republic 
they stopped building. Under Emperor Augustus, the construction of arches was resumed, which 
indicates the use of an architectural type of the distant past to express new ideas. These arches 
were erected in memory of the triumphs of generals or emperors. All memorial arches are 
extremely diverse in their composition, and the leading element in them, almost invariably, is a 
large passage covered with an arch, combined with a warrant. Examples include the arches in 
Aosta and Verona, the arches of Titus and the arches of Trojan in Ancona, the arch of Constantine 
in Rome. From the gates, purely utilitarian structures, even in ancient Greece, they began to build 
gates celebrating the triumph of the Olympians. For the Hellenes, the gates were the most 
vulnerable point in urban planning. During the Olympiad in Athens, a wall was broken especially 
for the winner and a triumphal gate was created, which solemnly met the winner in the Olympiad. 
In accordance with the definition of the explanatory dictionary, an arch is a memorial or triumphal 
temporary or permanent structure erected in honor of an event or person. Separate gates with one, 
two or three arched spans were built; sometimes, with two mutually perpendicular passages 
(tetrapylon). The beauty of the arch lies in its harmony and strict simplicity. And sometimes, on 
the contrary, in its pomposity. In China, Japan, Korea, in Southeast Asia, arches appear as 
decorative architectural elements. Since, in the architecture of the feudal society of China, there 
were honorary gates - "Pai-low" freely standing on the streets of cities, as well as decorating sacred 
places, such as temples or burials (Gufu Gate). Gates are the most characteristic type of traditional 
Chinese decorative architecture, and are found in wood and stone. These traditions are widely used 
in Chinese and Japanese landscape art. Very characteristic stone gates - stupa in Sanchi (India), 
clearly demonstrating the transfer of forms of wooden architecture to stone. Zahiriddin 
Muhammad Bobur describes the Hotibul Gate of Guvaler near Agra as follows: “At the exit from 
the gate, an image of one elephant is drawn. For this reason, the expression “Khotiypul” (hotiy-
elephant, pool-gate) means in translation – elephant gate”. Due to the fact that symbolic gates are 
not found in Eastern architecture, we can look for their prototypes in the gates of ancient cities and 
palaces. For example, the gates of the temple in Karnak (4th century BC), the Ishtar gates in 
Babylon (5th century AD), etc. In Central Asia, the gates of fortifications were built 
monumentally, but they were functionally and artistically different character than "triumphant". 
Triumphal arches are not known in the history of Central Asia, although the concept of “Zafar 
toki” is found in medieval written sources, which means “triumphal arch” in translation. The city 
of Samarkand is the same age as Babylon, Rome, Athens. One of the earliest mentions of 
Samarkand refers to the 4th century BC. 
Then the city was known under the name of Marokanda, and had powerful defensive walls with a 
length of about 10.5 km. There were more than 10 Afrasiab gates. The first information about the 
city gates of the pre-Islamic period of the city of Samarkand can be found in the works of Ibn Al-
Fakih (IX-X centuries). In the early Middle Ages, Samarkand had 4 gates, and in the Middle Ages, 
the city already had 6 gates, such as Okhanin, Feruza, Korizgokh, Khuzha Akhror, Chorsu, 
Poykabok. These city gates were massive structures, and artistically designed by skilled carvers as 
a paramount object. On both sides, the gates were flanked by dense minarets tapering to the top. 
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In addition to Samarkand, there were ancient gates built in the Middle Ages and existed in such 
large cities as Bukhara, Tashkent, Andijan, Kesh, Karshi. At the same time, by the middle of the 
9th century, Bukhara had grown territorially and a new structural part of the city was formed - 
rabad, which included ark and shahristan in its territory. In 849-950, the rabad was surrounded by 
an outer wall with 11 gates. These gates connected Shahristan and its center Chorsu with the 
Registan Square by a system of streets that passed through the centers of Guzar artisans. In the 
Middle Ages, for example, the gates of the Bukhara Ark also had symbolic meanings. The 
medieval gates of Khiva, especially the (somewhat decorative) gates of Koshdarvoz, give 
additional flavor to the monuments of the city. They streamline the silhouette of the building. 
In scientific research devoted to the issues of the symbolic gates of the historical cities of 
Uzbekistan, an important place is occupied by the problem of the development of the old city zone. 
However, until now they have covered mainly historical issues, and the problem of renewing the 
territories of individual architectural monuments and, especially, the methods of creating accents, 
remain poorly understood. The artistic palette of building a modern city is one of the important 
features of its formation. The basis of these features is the plasticity of monumental architecture. 
The traditional old city frame, which began with the city gates, passed through the street buildings, 
branching through the intra-quarter spaces and rested on the trade facilities located at the 
crossroads. 
The author's research shows that the main shortcoming in the practice of domestic reconstructive 
urban planning in the 2nd half of the twentieth century was the methodological approach that led 
to the transition to new principles of industrialization of urban planning, while excluding 
traditionalism. The authoritarian method of governing the country in the 20th century imposed the 
principles of declaring a development program from the center. An unsurpassed example of this 
practice was the Construction norms and other normative and indicative documents, which largely 
did not take into account traditions and other regional conditions. At the same time, architecture 
and architectural creativity became completely dependent on construction equipment and 
technology backward from the times. This gave rise to a tendency to blindly imitate the models of 
architectural achievements of the central cities of the former Soviet Union, and through them, the 
samples of European culture, to the detriment of regional traditions. This can be seen in the 
structures of entrance signs and symbolic arches of cities and other populated areas. However, the 
issues of preserving the historical environment are completely ignored. In recent years, in the 
republics of Central Asia, in connection with the entry into an independent path of development, 
the interest in the national heritage has immeasurably increased, in which monumental architecture 
rightfully occupies one of the leading places. For, the architecture of Central Asia is rich in 
outstanding, deeply original works of great value in architectural, planning, artistic and 
constructive respects, which embodied folk traditions. In modern architecture, there is a tendency 
to erect such symbolic forms as purely decorative portals, domes, arches and minarets. Symbolic 
gates have become especially widespread in recent years. 
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